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Course Description:
Provides students with the fundamental knowledge of the politics and geography of United States military operations when conducting “Total War” as applied in conflicts from The Civil War through WWII.
Addresses the tactical and strategic thinking that went into Americas’ military operations. Familiarizes students with the regional aspects of these conflicts and the workings of the US military and intelligence services.
Course Objectives:   

· Identify what the concept ‘Total War’ means and how it impacted the politics and geography of the international system

· Examine the political and logistical operations and challenges in conducting Total War. 

· Introduce students to basic concepts in geopolitical awareness.

· Develop insight into future military actions.

· Investigate the geographic, ethnic and economic landscapes found in Total War.

· Study the political origins that lead to the doctrine of Total War.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the political background to US Total War conflicts.

· Show comprehension of the structural makeup of the US military.

· Identify key geographic and cultural regions where America’s involvement in conducting Total War changed the politics and geography of the international system.

· Write a review of literature and films related to The Civil War and WWII.

Methods:

Lecture, group work, film reviews: Red Badge of Courage, Gettysburg, Saving Private Ryan, Letters from Iwo Jima, and, The Thin Red Line. 

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

Recommended: Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115.

Required Text:

Selected readings (examples below)

Chapters from: A History of The Civil War; Battle Cry of Freedom; Citizen Soldier; D-Day; The Pacific War; and, Military Geography. 
Major Topic Outline:

This is a multi-disciplinary course examining the politics behind the development of total war, and its geographic impact on the international system.    
